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Learning is relevant to children’s interests.
Problem-solving is supported.

Children learn skills to get along with others.



An Overview of Meadowlark

Meadowlark is...

- A morning preschool program for children,
2 years, 9 months, to 5 years

- Accredited by the National Association
for the Education of Young Children.
www.rightchoiceforkids.org.

- Classes meet from 9:00 — 12 Noon.
Hours may be extended until 1:00 P.M.

- Eighteen children on each day.

- A 1:6 teacher:child ratio.

Classes and Fall 2006 Prices:

- 3 Year Olds: T/Th @ $289/month

- 4 Year Olds: M/W/F @ $365/month

- 5 Year Olds: M - F @ $585/month

Hours between 12 Noon and 1PM are $7.70/hour.

We Are:
- A developmental, play-based program where children have fun and learn by "doing."
- Located at the Mauzy School, a special education school, and participate in integration with
Mauzy children, another enrichment of our program.
- Parents are encouraged to participate in the classroom one day a month.

Staff:
Gretchen Johnsonbaugh
- The owner, director, and one of three teachers.
- A California Child Development Master Teacher and a California Early Childhood Mentor.
- Has over 25 years of experience teaching and directing.
- Completed, Heads Up! Reading, a course detailing developmentally appropriate ways to
support children’s pre reading and pre writing skills based on the latest research.

Teachers:
- All are educationally qualified as teachers and have 5+ years experience.
- One is a California Child Development Master Teacher.



Meadowlark is...

A Safe, Nurturing, Creative Environment Designed for Exploration and Learning
A Place for Learning to Solve Problems Together
A Place to Raise Competent, Responsible and Compassionate Children
A Place that Promotes Strong Families
A Community of Caring
A Place of Beauty
A Great Place to Work

A Place for Childhood



Unique Features of Meadowlark

1:6 Ratio of teachers:students - a small, personal program.

Accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children. Confirmation of a high
guality program. Teachers attend yearly educational conferences to keep current with the latest in early
childhood education research and best practices. To find out more about this mark of quality click on
www.rightchoiceforkids.org.

Parent Participation.

We encourage parents to participate in the classroom one
day/month. This gives parents a better understanding of how their
child is doing and a connection with the classmates, teachers and
other parents.

Small Groups. Each teacher has a "small group™ of six children.
-The group meets each day.

-She visits each child in their home when they enter school.
-She conferences with the parents of each child twice a year.

Portfolios. Each child has a "portfolio” in his/her cubby. It

contains pictures that s/he draw and photos for which s/he dictates

stories. This provides information at conference time about the

child's small motor development (learning to write), language development, learning of letters and numbers, and
progress in drawing.

Integration.

-We are located at the Mauzy School, a county special education school. Mauzy children participate in our class.
The children come with an inclusion specialist or their own classroom teacher for selected periods of the day and
work on specific individual goals.

-Children from both programs play together on the playground.

-We participate in whole campus activities, such as a monthly Kindermusic class, a Halloween parade, a winter
holiday puppet show and caroling.

Library. We have a library of over 1600 books to read to children. Children are encouraged to check them out
to read at home.



Learning at Meadowlark

We believe children learn best in an enriched environment that allows many choices and "hands on" experiences within a
comfortable structure. These are the three key ingredients to Meadowlark’s preschool program.

Each day has the same structure. Children come to Meeting Time, Snack Time, Rug Time, Small Group, and Story Time.
Between these times they have choices. Some are the same every day (e.g. block play) and some are new (e.g. the
medium used in the art project offered, new dramatic play props, games, puzzles, outdoor play equipment, to name a
few).

Research has shown that children learn best from being able to see it, feel it, smell it and manipulate it. There is a
greater depth of understanding of concepts learned in this manner.

Teachers carefully plan a variety of classroom activities allowing children to learn through play. We watch their play and
facilitate the expansion of their ideas and activities. A low teacher/child ratio encourages language development, listening
skills, caring and focusing on each other, and creative problem solving.

Children are closely observed. As they approach the age to enter kindergarten, we look at learning styles and readiness
for activities.

The following is a list of activities and their benefits for learning. All of these activities support individualized learning and
strengthening of self concept.

Art Experiences develop fine motor skills, self-expression, listening and following directions, creativity, learning about
color, shape, texture and number concepts. The goal is for children to experience the process, not produce a product.

Science is an integral part of the program. We set up activities such as: magnets, electricity, growing, color mixing,
etc. Science also occurs naturally and spontaneously as children discover and share their interests in bugs, leaves, birds,
etc. We support and extend these discoveries with them.



Writing Areas provide the children an opportunity to draw or write.
We add their words for story writing.

Small Group Time. Each child belongs to a small group with his own teacher. In general they arranged by ages and
abilities. The teacher chooses challenging activities based on the children’s interests and development.

Outside Play allows children to gain control of large motor skills. It builds greater body awareness and confidence.
Much socialization, language development, dramatic role-playing and problem solving occur outside.



Dramatic Play allows children to practice relationships, pretend and real. It facilitates intellectual growth, including the
power of abstraction, widening of concepts and acquisition of new knowledge.

Rug Activities, with blocks, cars, manipulative building toys, miniature people and animals, encourage problem solving,
pre-math concepts and fine motor control. Visual memory, visual perception, and visual discrimination are supported in
this area.

Cooking uses many small and large motor skills. It exposes children to the science of change and nutrition. It uses the
senses. Measuring and counting are a part of cooking.



Rug Time is a time when children focus in a group. Appreciation for music, rhythm and movement are developed.
Auditory memory and sequencing are reinforced. Many pre-reading skills are learned.

Board Games provide practice in turn taking, matching, tracking, and vocabulary building. They reinforce concepts such
as: colors, shapes, numbers and counting.

Story Time allows children to listen in a group, to learn through an author's experiences and to increase vocabulary. We
also read individually to children in the story corner.

Actively and happily, through choices and "hands on" experiences the children are learning. They have the benefit of a
comfortably structured day with teachers who have time to attend to and support them as they grow physically,
emotionally, socially, and intellectually.



What We Want Meadowlark Children To Know

We trust you.

You are big.

Your decisions are meaningful.

You are valuable.

Help is available.

Questions are good.

People have different ideas, and that is OK.
Feelings are important.

Talking and discussion help you understand.
Listening helps you learn.

Writing is powerful.

We can learn from each other.

Meadowlark Parents' Comments

I like:
- the focus on kids working out issues with the kids, vs. teachers working it out for kids,
- the focus on making learning fun,
- the focus on peer relationships and social growth;
- the fact that I as a parent learn a great deal about children too”

I like the teachers, environment, family atmosphere, the facilities, and the experience with special ed children.”

I like the choices and independence children are given. Children are treated with respect, with their best interests in
mind. 1 like the low teacher to student ratio and the parent volunteer option. | like the monthly calendar giving parents
information on snack and activities for the day and through the month. 1 like the parent meetings to discuss various
topics and get to know the other parents. It feels like a large family at Meadowlark.”

“The teachers really care for the children and create a warm, friendly learning environment."

“Thank you for the past two years filled with exploring, learning, growing and developing with your guidance.”



Meadowlark TH & MWF Class Schedules

T/TH Class Schedule

9:00
9:05

9:45

10:10
10:20

10:30

11:20

11:35

11:50
12:00
12:20
12:50
1:00

Greeting. Hand Washing. Child finds his/her name and place on chart.

Inside Active Learning - Choices of a Story on the Rug, Art, Easel Painting, Cooking, Large or Small Blocks, Miniature
Animals, Cars, Trucks, Trains and Track Building, Sand Table, Dramatic Play, Animal Holding, Doll House, Play Dough,
Games, Puzzles, and Science.

Inside/Outside Active Learning (Door opens to courtyard) — Add Choices of Ball Play, Wagons, Water Play, Sand
Table, Obstacle Courses, Bubbles, Carpentry, Manipulatives, Bug Hunting, Office Play, Pretend Picnics, and Painting.

Clean Up, Wipe tables, & Hand Washing.

Snack Time.

Outside Active Learning - Choices of Swings, Tricycles, Sand Play, Climbing Structure and Slide, Jump Rope, Skating,
Playing House, Drawing, Games, Obstacle Courses, and Treasure Hunts.

Small Group Time for M-F Children - Activities are tailored to children’s interests and developmental needs, plus
storytime and sharing.

Small Group Time for TTh Children - Activities that are tailored to children’s interests and developmental needs,
including reading stories and sharing.

Circle Time - Music, Movement, Finger Plays, Instruments, and Games.
Good-byes. Hand Washing For Lunch.

Inside & Outside Choices (See Above).

Story Time.

Last Good-byes!

MWEF Class Schedule

9:00
9:05
9:15

9:40

10:00
10:10

10:20

11:15
11:45
12:00
12:20
12:50
1:00

Greeting. Hand Washing. Children “sign in” their name.
Meeting Time — Reading stories and poetry. Sharing of activities of the day.

Inside Active Learning - Choices of a Story on the Rug, Art, Easel Painting, Cooking, Large or Small Blocks, Miniature
Animals, Cars, Trucks, Trains and Track Building, Sand Table, Dramatic Play, Animal Holding, Doll House, Play Dough,
Games, Puzzles, and Science.

Inside/Outside Active Learning (Door opens to courtyard) — Add Choices of Ball Play, Wagons, Water Play, Sand
Table, Obstacle Courses, Bubbles, Carpentry, Manipulatives, Bug Hunting, Office Play, Pretend Picnics, and Painting.

Clean Up, Wipe tables, & Hand Washing.
Snack Time.

Outside Active Learning - Choices of Swings, Tricycles, Sand Play, Climbing Structure and Slide, Jump Rope, Skating,
Playing House, Drawing, Games, Obstacle Courses, and Treasure Hunts.

Small Group Time - Activities are tailored to children’s interests and developmental needs, plus storytime and sharing.
Circle Time - Music, Movement, Finger Plays, Instruments, and Games.

Good-byes. Hand Washing For Lunch.

Inside & Outside Choices (See Above).

Story Time.

Last Good-byes!



Want to Know More About Meadowlark?

We Invite You To Email For An Appointment To Visit:
info@meadowlarkchildrenscenter.com

- Please include your telephone number and we will call you back to arrange a time to visit.

- Your first visit will be after school from 1:15 to 1:45 PM with Gretchen, our director-teacher. She will ask what you
are looking for in a program, and then show you our classroom and describe our philosophy.

- A time will be arranged for you to come back during school between 9 and 10 AM. If you like what you see on that
visit, you can submit an application.

Application Process:

- We start the visits and application process in October of the year preceding a child’s entry into school. After
observing the class, an application may be submitted with a $45.00 fee.

- In March we re-register children in our program.
- In April applicants are called with information about space availability.



